In 1959, Ren6 Dubos wrote a prophetic book, Mirage of Health. 1 In the opening pages, he offered this reflection:
BARONDESS
resurgence of tuberculosis and appearance of outbreaks of Hantavirus and Ebola virus, and by cryptosporidiosis that affected hundreds of thousands in a single waterborne outbreak in the Midwest.
As David Weatherall has said, "It appears, therefore, we still live in a hostile world and that infectious disease is always with us. It is clear we will always be fighting a battle for survival in a constantly changing world of microorganisms in which we co-exist."
The New York Academy of Medicine was proud to host this conference. It did so in confidence that the pressure of the need to know will lead to continuing progress. The papers that follow clearly show the knowledge being brought to bear on the issue of emerging infectious diseases and point to progress to come.
